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Dear Sisters and Brothers/Siblings in Christ, 
 

Last month we began the new church year 

with the Season of Advent. This month brings 

us to a new calendar year--2020--and a 

new decade. Here's a New Year's blessing 

(author unknown) that crossed my path and I 

am now sharing with you:  

 

May GOD make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,  
 But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;  
Not by making your path easy,  
 But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  
Not by taking hardships from you,  
 But by taking fear from your heart;  
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  
 But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
 But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,  
  and by making you anxious to be there to help.  
GOD’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 

          - continues on next page  

 

Reflections on the Journey - January 2020 
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In this new calendar year, we are called to live out and share the message of the Good 

News: the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, 

and the Christmas celebration of Jesus' birth, Emmanuel, 

God with us, and Epiphany's message of responding to 

the gifts we have received and that are now ours to give. 

As we let our light shine, here are some of our January 

opportunities during worship: 
 

 

- Epiphany Sunday, January 5--we'll celebrate the three wise 

ones following the light of the star and bringing their gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the now two year old Jesus. 

We'll also celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion open to 

everyone. And it's Stewardship 

Sunday with our theme "The 

Way"--when we will bring our 

gifts for our congregation's 2020 

mission and ministry, our promises of time, talent, and 

treasure, and dedicate them during worship.  
 

 

- Baptism of Jesus the Christ Sunday, January 12--we'll re-

member the Baptism of Jesus as told in the Gospel of Matthew, 

and have an opportunity to reaffirm our own baptism.  
 

 

- Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 

January 18-25--This year's theme is "They 

Showed Us Unusual Kindness." We'll observe 

this week on Sunday, January 19 during worship. You can read 

more about this yearly observance on page 10 of this newsletter. 

Also, I recently learned that the third Sunday of January each 

year is World Religion Day, begun by the Bah'ai Faith. You can 

read more about this on page 11.      

               - continues on next page 
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 - Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday, observed nationally on Monday, January 20--

This is an American holiday honoring one of the most 

influential and iconic leaders of the civil rights move-

ment. It is celebrated each year on the third Monday 

of January, near his birthday of January 15. We'll do 

so during worship January 19. 

 

- Health and Human Services Sunday, January 26--This is a special 

annual observance in the UCC to create awareness of the health con-

cerns of our communities and world, and offers an occasion to talk 

about health in an holistic way, address issues of justice in our health 

care systems, and learn about how each of us can be involved.  
 

 

- Souper Bowl of Caring "Let's Tackle Hunger," January 26 

through February 2. Learn more about this fun mission out-

reach and it's connection to the actual Super Bowl on page 18 

of this newsletter. 
 

 

Everything we are about as this particular church of Jesus Christ is in response to God's 

love and the grace we have received. Join us--the church who offers an extravagant 

welcome, the church proud to display the rainbow 

banner that proclaims "God is still speaking"--for 

Sunday morning worship at 9:30...or whatever 

time you arrive. I don't want anyone to feel that a 

freight train or the one more thing you needed to 

do or some other life stuff that happens should 

keep you from coming to church. And we will be delighted to see you whenever (and I 

mean whenever) you can join us. Just come on in, get yourself a bulletin, find a place 

to sit, and join in wherever we are in the service....And if you can't be with us until af-

ter worship, know that the coffee and tea will be hot, the treats plentiful, and the fel-

lowship time filled with caring, thoughtful folks...who also enjoy laughter and fun!  

          - continues on next page 
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 And that's not all: there are always opportunities to reach out into the community as 

we seek to be the hands and feet of Jesus, loving our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

Check out this newsletter to see all the possibilities you can participate in throughout 

2020! Please join us as you are able :) 

 

Blessings on your journey, 
 

Pastor Sue 

 

Rev. Sue Ebersold 

home office: 630-208-8077 

email: pastorsuesmucc@aol.com  

 
 

P.S. I am so very grateful to be starting our eighth year 

together (after the first--2013--as designated pastor 

and the last six as called pastor and teacher). I've tried in 

many ways to express my gratitude for the opportunity 

to serve as the pastor of St. Michael's. And I am over-

whelmed by your generosity expressed in my Christmas 

gift presented by Moderator Barb Dieckmann during the 

Christmas Eve service, as well as gifts given to me indi-

vidually. Thank you, thank you, thank you! My heart is 

very full!  

“No matter who you are,  
or where you are on life’s journey, 

or what time you arrive, 
you are welcome here.” 

Thank you!!! 



Vol. 17, Issue 1                                                                     Page 5 

 

 

 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANKNORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK--Our next volunteer event will be on Tuesday, February 11, 
6:00 to 8:00 pm.  This is a great opportunity to spend an evening with 
friends while also helping our 
neighbors in need of food assis-
tance.  If you plan to attend, 
there will be a signup sheet on 
the bulletin board in the fellow-
ship hall.  Looking ahead, we will 
also be volunteering on April 14.  

Thank you to our December volunteers pictured here 
who were part of a group of 24 that bagged 1,160 
pounds of pasta:  Pastor Sue, Kathryn Duerr, Rev. Nancy 
Fraley, Kathy Goodla, Alex Golovin, Tracy Kelsey, and Yolanda Mendoza.  
 
 

COATS FOR KIDSCOATS FOR KIDS-- For the seventh year St. Michael’s has pur-
chased new coats 
from Operation Warm 
for the students and 
their siblings at Educare of West DuPage that are in 
need of a warm winter coat for our Advent/
Christmas/Epiphany mission project.  On December 
3 Bob and I delivered 250 coats to Educare.  The coat 
tree is in the sanctuary ready to be decorated with 
little coats that represent your donation.  For only 

$20 you can keep a child warm this winter.  Please mark your donation “Coats for Kids” and 
be as generous as you can for this very worthwhile project!   
 
 

EPIPHANY AND STEWARDSHIP SUNDAYEPIPHANY AND STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY--This year 
Epiphany, the day we remember the three wise ones 
bringing their gifts to the Christ child, will be celebrated 
at St. Michael’s on Sunday, January 5. That day will also 
be Stewardship Sunday, when we will bring our gifts to 
God--our commitments of time, talent, and treasure for 
2020. 
 

- continues on next page 
 

 

Moderator's Comments – January 2020 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO FEBRUARYLOOKING FORWARD TO FEBRUARY--The annual Congregational 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 16, after worship and 
the annual Pancake Brunch. This 
month there will be a signup sheet 
on the bulletin board in the fellow-
ship hall if you would like to con-
tribute one of the needed items for 
the brunch. 
 

 

ELEVATOR EMERGENCY TELEPHONEELEVATOR EMERGENCY TELEPHONE--At the last elevator inspection they found that the 
emergency phone in the elevator wasn’t working. Thank you to Bill Birch for his work getting 
new wiring and new service to the elevator. Bill also put in new wiring to hook up the church 
TV to the computer modem in the Rockwell Building. 

  

  

HEALTHY WEST CHICAGO COOKING CLASSESHEALTHY WEST CHICAGO COOKING CLASSES--Healthy West Chicago held 
a healthy holiday treats cooking class for jun-
ior chefs in the Rockwell Building kitchen on 
Monday, December 16. They will also be 
holding cooking classes there on Mondays, 
February 17 to March 9, and April 6 to 27. 
 
 

MARK YOUR NEW 2020 CALENDARMARK YOUR NEW 2020 CALENDAR--The Council has picked Friday, July 
31, for our annual All Faiths Night trip to the Cougars baseball game. 
The game is at 6:30, ticket price is $7, and there will be fireworks! 
Thank you to Bill Birch for getting the information and tickets, which 
will be available closer to game time. 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S 150ST. MICHAEL’S 150THTH
  BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY--It’s amazing to me that for nearly 150 years people have 

been worshipping at St. Michael’s--imagine the members of the 
first congregation arriving in buggies pulled by horses! The congre-
gation was founded in 1869, and the church building was com-
pleted in 1870. The Council has decided that this is cause for cele-
bration! If you are interested in helping plan activities for our 
celebration year, please let Barb Dieckmann or Pastor Sue know.  
So far, our committee consists of Shirley Schramer, Betty Davis, 

Jeana Stewart, and Barb Dieckmann. The committee will have our first planning meeting after 
the holidays. 
         - Barb Dieckmann 



 
    “Unleashing Youth Potential for Good”  
 

    

       
Hello Everyone, 
 

Last month I mentioned that our "Project Infinity" PeaceJam Group will be learning 
about and meeting a Nobel Peace Laureate by the name of Tawakkol Karman and 
that I would give you information about her in this month's article. So here it is!  
 

Tawakkol Karman was born in 1979 in Taiz, Yemen’s third largest city. She grew up in 
a politically tumultuous country and witnessed the unifica-
tion of North and South Yemen in 1990, followed by a civil 
war between the two factions in 1994, in which the North 
triumphed over the South. The civil war led to dissidence 
in the South as the repressive Northern government as-
sumed control over the country. A journalist by profession 
and human rights activist by nature, Tawakkol responded 
to the political instability and human rights abuses in 
Yemen by mobilizing others and reporting on injustices. In 
2005, Karman founded the organization “Women Journal-
ists Without Chains,” (WJWC) which advocates for rights 
and freedoms and provides media skills to journalists. 
 

In 2007, Tawakkol began organizing weekly protests in 
Yemen’s capitol, Sana’a, targeting systemic government repression and calling for in-
quiries into corruption and other forms of social and legal injustice. Tawakkol’s weekly 
protests continued until 2011, when she mobilized protesters to support the Arab 
Spring, a movement calling for government reform across the Middle East and North-
ern Africa. Karman was arrested several times. The most notable arrest was on Janu-
ary 22, 2011 when she was accused of disturbing Yemen's peace and social security. 
She was set free after large-scale protests across demanded her release. She has 
also received death threats and been targeted by government campaigns to discredit 
and silence her. Despite the threats and harassment, Karman always repeats, "we do 
not fear of the future but we make it." 
 

In December 2011, Tawakkol Karman was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her un-
wavering defense of democracy and justice in Yemen, and for giving women a role in 
the peace-building process. The first Arab woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize, Tawak-
kol is known as “mother of the revolution” and "The lady of the Arab spring." She has 
been a member of the PeaceJam Foundation since 2017. 
 

We will be meeting and telling her about our work here in West Chicago on Saturday 
March 21

st
 and Sunday, March 22

nd
.   

                      - continues on next page 
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I am also excited to let you know that work continues on the basement of the 123 Fre-
mont Food Pantry which will house our aquaponics facility this coming summer. Check 
out these photos 
of the crew's 
work from a cou-
ple of weeks ago. 
We plan on get-
ting together dur-
ing the winter 
break to stay on 
schedule.  
 
My thanks to 
Pastor Sue for 
organizing the 
photos for you to 
see. 
 
Peace 2 U, 
 

Alex  

 

Alex 
Golovin 
 
 
 
 
 

"Project Infinity" PeaceJam Group Leader  
St. Michael's UCC 
and PeaceJam Specialist 
 
phone: 630-650-0869 
email: alex.peace2u@gmail.com 

EVERYTHING IMAGINABLE IS ATTAINABLE 

Just a reminder, if you are in 3d through 12th grades (i.e., elementary, middle 

and high school), you are welcome to come and join us. We meet on Sundays at 1 

pm (after fellowship time) and/or at other times depending on schedules, etc. 

Call, email, or text if you have any questions. 

mailto:alex.peace2u@gmail.com
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The Journey from  
The 12 Days of Christmas & The Feast of The Epiphany 

into the Season After Epiphany 
 

The Season After Epiphany (also known as Epiphany Season) is named for the feast 
which precedes it. The Feast of the Epiphany 
falls on January 6 each year and this year we 
will celebrate it on Sunday, January 5 (which is 
actually the 12th Day of Christmas). Epiphany 
remembers the visit of the Magi to the home of 
Jesus (Matthew 2:11). "Magi" refers to wise 
ones of ancient Persia. While the Bible does not 
mention a number, tradition holds there to be 
three Magi because there were three gifts. 
 
Epiphany means “manifestation” or “to show 

forth.” “Epiphany” in common use means “an aha moment--a discovery.” The signifi-
cance of the visit of the Magi is that God’s purpose 
and glory is being manifest to Gentiles as well as the 
Jews. Christ came to show God”s love for all the 
world. The Season After Epiphany is also called Ordi-
nary Time in some traditions--meaning that it is not 
part of either the Christmas or Easter cycles. The 
season begins with the celebration of the Baptism of 
Jesus. The color for this Sunday is white to indicate 
an especially vivid manifestation.  
 
During the Season After Epiphany we read stories 
where more and more people meet Jesus and dis-
cover who he is. He is “shown forth” as God’s 
Anointed One. The liturgical color for the Season of 
Epiphany is green. Green symbolizes growth--both 
the growth of Jesus’ followers and our growth as 
those who are called to be an epiphany today--to 
show forth or manifest God’s love. The last Sunday of 
the Season After Epiphany is Transfiguration Sunday, 
which will be February 23 this year. Its color is also 
white to indicate another vivid manifestation of who Jesus is. Transfiguration Sunday 
is also known as a transitional Sunday; the Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednes-
day on February 26. 
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January 18-25 each year 

Observed this year at St. Michael's UCC on Sunday, January 19, 2020 

Theme: "They Showed Us Unusual Kindness" (Acts 28:2) 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020 theme finds its origins in The 
Acts of the Apostles (cf, Acts 28:2) “They Showed Us Unusual Kindness.” 
 

The materials for the 2020 Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity have been prepared by the Christian churches in 
Malta and Gozo (Christians Together in Malta). On Feb-

ruary 10th each year many Christians in Malta cele-
brate the Feast of the Shipwreck of St Paul, marking 
and giving thanks for the arrival of Christian faith on 
these islands. The reading from the Acts of the Apos-
tles used for the feast is the text chosen for this year’s 
Week of Prayer. The story begins with Paul being taken 
to Rome as a prisoner (Acts 27:1ff). Paul is in chains, 
but even in what turns out to be a perilous journey, the 
mission of God continues through him. This narrative is 
a classic drama of humanity confronted by the terrify-

ing power of the elements. The passengers on the boat are at the mercy of 
the forces of the seas beneath them and the powerful tempest that rages 
about them. These forces take them into unknown territory, where they 
are lost and without hope. 
 

Today many people are facing the same terrors on the same seas. The very 
same places named in the reading (27:1, 28:1) also feature in the stories 
of modern-day migrants. In other parts of the world many others are mak-
ing equally dangerous journeys by land and sea to escape natural disas-
ters, warfare and poverty. Their lives, too, are at the mercy of immense 
and coldly indifferent forces – not only natural, but political, economic and 
human. This human indifference takes various forms: the indifference of 
those who sell places on unseaworthy vessels to desperate people; the in-
difference of the decision not to send out rescue boats; and the indiffer-
ence of turning migrant ships away. This names only a few instances. As 
Christians together facing these crises of migration this story challenges 
us: do we collude with the cold forces of indifference, or do we show 
“unusual kindness” and become witnesses of God’s loving providence to all 
people? 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020 
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The third Sunday of January marks World Religion Day, which this year lands on 
January 22nd. The idea for it came from the Baha’i faith, which initiated the obser-
vance that later spread to be celebrated worldwide. FYI: This is the day in the United 
Church of Christ that we celebrate Ecumenical Sunday and observe the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity...both of which are focused more on Christianity than world 
religions/interfaith observances. 
  
World Religion Day stems from the Baha’i principles of the oneness of religion and of 
progressive revelation. The purpose is to promote these principles by highlighting the 
ideas that the spiritual principles underlying the world's religions are harmonious, and 
that religions play a role in unifying humanity...and empowers us to recognize the un-
derlying core principles that they share: one in particular is "Love your neighbor" also 
known as the "Golden Rule." Practically every faith that exists in the world today has 
this Golden Rule in some shape or form as part of their teachings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January  4  Tracy Kelsey 

10  Carla Bendeich 

11  Ray Eggert 

16  Morgan Perkins 

17  Aidan Soprych 

  Lucy Feick 

21  Zephyr Sasse 

22  Tristan Perkins 

26  Rev. Sue Ebersold 

World Religion Day - January 22, 2020 
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This is the symbol of the United Church of Christ (updated 
in January 2019). More than a logo, our symbol imparts 
the meaning not only of all that we are in the present day 
as a denomination, but all that we yearn to be in the fu-
ture. 
 

At the top of the symbol is a crown. By the use of the 
crown, we remind ourselves that Christ is the ruler, the 
head of all, greater than any earthly power or authority. 

 

Below the crown is a cross. The cross reminds us of Christ’s suffering in soli-
darity with the pain of victims of violence in all times and places. For many, the 
cross is a reminder of the redemptive power of life over death, and salvation 
over the powers of evil. 
 

Below the cross is an orb divided into three parts, reminding us of Jesus’ com-
mand to go out into the world in all directions, witnessing to his life-giving 
power. 
 

Encircling these symbols are the words “That They May All Be One." (John 
17:21). The words remind us of our history as a union of different Christian tra-
ditions. And it calls us to activism in the present. In the UCC, it is our calling to 
engage in ecumenical relationships that seek to heal the broken unity of the 
Body of Christ. And the words also call us to the future, to the time envisioned 
by Christ when “all may be one.“ 
 

“Ecumenical relations help us to learn from the spiritual traditions of other 
churches. They help us to serve the world more effectively in God's name. 
They remind us that while we are proud of the diversity of the Protestant tradi-
tions that have joined in our united church, there is an even greater diversity in 
the Body of Christ that can make us whole.”* 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Mission Moments are made possible by our gifts to Our Church's Wider Mis-
sion (OCWM) and are available on the UCC website at http://www.ucc.org/
stewardship/mission-moments/ 
 

*Ecumenical and Interfaith Partners. Accessed July 24, 2019. 
 https://www.ucc.org/ecumenical 

 

Mission Moment - January 2020 
"All That We Are" - John 1:29-42 

http://www.ucc.org/stewardship/mission-moments/
http://www.ucc.org/stewardship/mission-moments/
https://www.ucc.org/ecumenical
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Photo Album - From December 2019 

 

Some of those celebrating December birthdays:  

Shirley, Charly, Jake, Shirley (again!), and Betty 

 

The Fabulous Foodies 

St. Nicholas Day Gathering 

Friday Evening, December 6th 
 

Christmas Eve 2019 at St. Michael's UCC 
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Wednesday, January 22nd, 6:30 pm 
221 South Washington Street, Naperville 

Those wishing to carpool will meet at church at 5:30 pm 
Check out their website for more information! 

https://www.gomongo.com/naperville-il-menu/ 
  

AND 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 25th  
in the church fellowship room 

Doors open at 10 am, movie starts at 10:30 am. 

"The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring" 
A meek Hobbit from the Shire and eight companions set out on a 
journey to destroy the powerful One Ring and Save Middle-earth 
from the Dark Lord Sauron. The first of the trilogy of Lord of the 
Rings movies. Directed by Peter L. Jackson (2001, rated PG-13) 
Stars include Elijah Wood, Ian McKellan, and Orlando Bloom. Run-
ning Time: 2 hours, 58 minutes. 

Please signPlease sign--up on one or both sheets posted on the bulletin board in the up on one or both sheets posted on the bulletin board in the 

church fellowship room, so we know how many to anticipate for each gath-church fellowship room, so we know how many to anticipate for each gath-

ering! ering!   
  

And, if you need more information, talk with Angela (email: night-
girl2019@yahoo.com, Co-Chair of Membership and Stewardship, or Julisa 
(email: julisavasquez@lewisu.edu), 2019 Member-at-Large on the Church 
Council.  

 

 

Fabulous Foodies Gatherings 
January 2020 

https://www.gomongo.com/naperville-il-menu/
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- Our members and friends, especially Gladys D, Jackie H, Marge K, Les T, who are 
homebound, living with family, and/or in nursing homes/assisted living/retirement com-
munities. 
- Those in the grieving process, dealing with deaths of loved ones, family, and friends, 
as well as anniversary times and in this new calendar year of 2020. 
- "Snowbirds," including Wayne and Doreen R and Holly B, wintering in Florida, and re-
turning to the north as needed. 
- Rita C. dealing with ongoing health issues. 
- Tim S.' parents, Mary and Gerald, both at home in Wisconsin. 
- Leeina S, dealing with family health issues. 
- Rich, Dave D's brother, who is doing well dealing with heart-related issues. 
- Volunteer, as well as paid, caregivers for loved ones, family, and friends. 
- All those dealing with cancer...for the first time, in remission, or a recurrence: 
 - Bill D and ongoing issues related to cancer and Betty helping manage these issues. 
- Jackie H, who completed treatment after breast cancer diagnosis and surgery. 
- Rita C's cousin Betty being treated for breast cancer. 
- Holly B's friend's 15 year old grandson Garrett with leukemia. 
- Rita C's friend Kay healing from broken bones and other fall-related injuries. 
 - The D family's Uncle Mike in remission from kidney cancer. 
 - Sherrie A, Leeina S's daughter, having another round of chemotherapy. 

- Tenzin, the four year old boy we sponsor through the UCC-Disciples of Christ Global 
Ministries. He attends school at the Tibetan 
Refugee Center in Kalimpong, India.  
- All throughout our world who are victims of hate 
fueled by gun violence, and the ongoing con-
cerns for those who are Muslim, Jewish, and 
other targeted groups. 
- The 25 to 35 million Kurdish people who inhabit 
a mountainous region straddling the borders of 
Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Iran and Armenia. They 
make up the fourth-largest ethnic group in the Middle East and are united through 
race, culture, and language, adhering to a number of different religions and creeds 
(although the majority are Sunni Muslims), but  have no nation state of their own. 
- All refugees and immigrants throughout our world, especially those of all ages being 
held in detention centers at the southern border of our country. 
- Elected leaders throughout our country, particularly those in the three branches of the 
federal government.  

In Our January Thoughts and Prayers 

 

FYI: If you have names/situations or updates for the February newsletter prayer 
list, please be in touch with Pastor Sue. Requests shared during Sunday morning 
worship time of prayer are not automatically included!!! 
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Activity Page for All Ages - January 2020 
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The Community Clothing Closet at St. Michael’s 
UCC continues to provide clean and gently used 
clothes and shoes to all in our community who are in 
need.  Each visiting family member is encouraged to 
select five items from our selection each month. 
 
The Clothing Closet was open last month on Satur-
day, December 14, 2019, when twenty-nine families 
visited the Clothing Closet.  These families took 
home 517 clothing items.  The Community Clothing 
Closet has now distributed 99,372 clothing items to visiting guests since opening our 
doors more than fifteen years ago.   

 
The Community Clothing Closet will be open this com-
ing month on Saturday, January 11, 2020, from 9:00 
a.m. to noon.  Our scheduled workday for this month 
will be on Thursday, January 9, 2020.  The Happy 
Hangers will work in the morning from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon, and the Evening Organizers will work from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m.  If you are willing and able, please join us 
on the regularly scheduled workdays, or talk to Bob 
Dieckmann or Kathy Hummel to schedule alternative 

work times.   
 
On Thursday, November 21, Bob, Alex, and Pastor Sue picked up a van load of do-
nated used winter coats from the DuPage County Bar Association Lawyers Lend a 
Hand Coat Drive.   Many of these coats were distributed in December.  We remain 
grateful for this annual source of much needed and appreciated winter outerwear. 
 
We continue to gratefully accept donations of clean 
and gently used clothing items.  We also welcome 
cash donations for the purchase of new underwear 
and socks, along with new or gently used children’s 
books to refill our bookcase.  We remain thankful for all 
who have donated items and monetary funds to the 
Clothing Closet, and for all who volunteer their time to 
this ministry.  Volunteers for the month of December 
included Betty, Yolanda, Shirley, Jane, Tracy, Claire, 
Kathy, Barb, Bob, and Pastor Sue on one of the Thurs-
day workdays, and Len, Kathy, Yolanda, and Pastor Sue on Saturday.  

 

Community Clothing Closet 
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Food pantry offerings for the month of January is paper products. Every other month 

is Paper Products; Fifth Sundays are Pasta & Rice. You are invited to bring your food 

pantry offerings on the following suggested Sundays in January. 

  

 January 5  Toilet paper 

 January 12  Facial Tissue 

 January 19  Paper towels 

 January 26  Toilet paper 

  

Please be sure to purchase individual size products as they are easier to distribute to 
the clients. See Bob Dieckmann for details. For more information on Neighborhood 
Food Pantries visit their website at www.neighborhoodfp.org 
 
Total items (excluding toilet paper) donated in 2019: 513 
Total rolls of toilet paper donated in 2019: 488 
December totals will be reported next month 

Neighborhood Food Pantry Offerings 

2020 Souper Bowl of Caring   
 

 

 

 

"Let's Tackle Hunger" 
especially on these Sundays  
January 26 and February 2 

 

 
For two Sundays--January 26 
and February 2--you are invited 

to bring cans of soup (and/or monetary contributions) and put them in one 
of three baskets located underneath the historic raised pulpit (to the left at 
the front of the chancel). These three choices include two baskets--one for each of 
the two football teams playing in the Super Bowl (unknown at the time of the pro-
duction of this month's newsletter) on Sunday, February 2--and the third option bas-
ket if you would like to participate, but don't have a preference for who wins the Su-
per Bowl! All of what is received will be given to the Neighborhood Food Pantries 
West Chicago site, the 123 Fremont Food Pantry. We always have fun seeing how the 
totals of our Souper Bowl baskets compare with the Super Bowl outcome. And it's for 
a great cause! 
 

http://www.neighborhoodfp.org/
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Thank you to those listed below and on the next page (as well as anyone else un-
intentionally left out) who helped in various ways this past month (since the December 
Messenger). Please also see the Moderator's Comments for additional thank yous not 
included below: 
- Kathryn Duerr and Sigrid Walsh for delivering our November offerings of paper 
products, and Kathy Hummel for counting and preparing all our offerings for delivery 
to the 123 Fremont Food Pantry, Neighborhood Food Pantries' West Chicago site. 

- Barb and Bob Dieckmann for all their efforts 
to set up the Chrismon tree and get the sanctu-
ary ready for the Hanging of the Greens during 
worship on December 1, as well as putting on 
new tablecloths in the church fellowship room 
and the snowpeople candy holders on each ta-
ble. 
- Kathryn Duerr for buying wreaths for all of the 
church doors and putting up the evergreen 
swags around the columns outside the elevator 
door. 
- Everyone who participated in the Hanging of 
the Greens--decorating the Crismon tree in the 
sanctuary--during the First Sunday of Advent, 
December 1.  

- Angela Lawson and Julisa Vasquez for organizing the Fabulous Foodies Decem-
ber activities...and to all who attended! 
- Barb Dieckmann for coordinating the service chart to ensure that we have lay read-
ers and ushers for worship each Sunday morning. 
- Bob Dieckmann for setting up the nativity outside in front of the church...and putting 
the baby Jesus in the stable after Christmas Eve worship...and Bob and Barb Dieck-
mann for setting up the luminaries outside the church for Christmas Eve night. 
- Bill Birch for preparing/setting up/cleaning up communion on a regular basis, as 
well as Christmas Eve. 
- Kathy Hummel for playing her flute for Christmas Eve worship and Brian Bendeich 
for singing "O Holy Night," for the Prelude. 
- Len Redelsperger, our Music Director, and all those who sang in the choir for 
Christmas Eve: Brian and Carla Bendeich, Holly Brockman, Bob and Barb Dieck-
mann, Jodie and Marlee Doty, Kathy Hummel, and Carie and Morgan Perkins. 
- Bob and Barbara Dieckmann for making sure the candlelabras were ready on the 
altar, as well as the basket of individual candles we held and lit during the singing of 
"Silent Night" for Christmas Eve worship. 
              - continues on next page 

Thank Yous from December 2019   
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- Jeana Stewart for serving as Lay Reader for Christmas Eve worship. 
- Alex Golovin and Pastor Sue for offering a time of fellowship with light refresh-
ments following the Christmas Eve service. 
- Everyone who gave the 24 poinsettias (listed on the next page) to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas Eve; Barb Dieckmann for ordering them; Bob Dieckmann 
for dealing with their delivery; Bob and Barb Dieckmann for unwrapping them; Kath-
ryn Duerr for arranging them; and Barb Dieckmann for watering the ones that have 
remained and are decorating the altar and chancel area for the Christmas and Epiph-
any Seasons. 
- Betty Davis for turning on the candles in the altar/chancel displays before worship 
each Sunday...and Len Redelsperger for turning them off following worship. 
- Kathryn Duerr for all her efforts with Pastor Sue to use visual displays on the altar 
and chancel for each Sunday's worship experience during the Advent Season, Christ-
mas Eve, and the Season of Christmas.  
- Len Redelsperger/Alex Golovin/Pastor Sue for taking care of getting the garbage 
and recycling cans to the curb each week and Kathy Hummel for returning them to 
their spots. 
- Alex Golovin for his work with the St. Michael's “Project Infinity” PeaceJam Group 
and all their efforts in the basement of 123 Fremont building to prepare for the Aq-
uaponics venture...and for taking care of the church and Rockwell building-related 
"fixes," in his service as co-chair of St. Michael's Facilities Ministry. 
- Bill Birch, also co-chair of Facilities, for all his efforts with the elevator phone sys-
tem. 
- Wayne Roethler for managing the church's web site and Bill Birch and others who 
take pictures and post them to the St. Michael’s Facebook page. 
- Kathy Hummel for her time and energy serving as volunteer Administrative Assis-
tant in the church office, editing this monthly newsletter, managing the clothing dona-
tions as they appear at the door, and dealing with various things associated with Dis-
trict 33's Birth to Three Program office in the Rockwell Building. 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To the congregation of St. Michael's, 

 

Thank you to my church family for the won-

derful and generous gift presented to me on 

Christmas Eve. It is very much appreciated. 

 

    Musically yours,  

    Len  
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Thank You to Everyone who gave Poinsettias 

to adorn the altar and chancel for Christmas Eve 2019 
 

Bill Birch & Kathy Hummel (3) 

In memory of Frank & Norma Birch, Harry & Velva Hummel, Duane Birch, 

and Nathan Birch 

 

Rita Cholewa (1) 

In memory of Felix Cholewa 

 

Betty Davis (1) 

In memory of loved ones 

 

Bob & Barbara Dieckmann (2) 

In memory of Ted & Marilyn Risch, Jack Dieckmann, and Mike Dieckmann 

 

Rev. Sue Ebersold & Alex Golovin (3) 

In memory of Alex’s parents, Julia & Nikolai Golovin, and Pastor Sue's dad, 

Keith Ebersold, and in honor of Pastor Sue’s mom, Joan Ebersold, and the 

people of St. Michael's UCC 

 

Ray & Helen Eggert (2) 

In memory of Christian & Lydia Wurtz and Albert & Alice Eggert  

 

Angela Lawson & Julisa Vasquez (2) 

In memory of Nana (Betty Scichowski) and Grandpa (Stanley Scichowski) 

 

Yolanda Mendoza (2) 

In memory of Eddie, Tomas, and David 

 

Len Redelsperger (2) 

In honor of my family 

 

Shirley Schramer (1) 

In honor of my family 

 

Leeina Smith (2) 

In memory of Les Smith and friends 

 

Marc & Pat Sullivan (1) 

In memory of Jean Sullivan 

 

Sigrid Walsh (2) 

In memory of Carl Miller (son-in-law) and Dieter Dauber (brother) 
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Church Council 
 Sunday, January 12 - 11:30 am in Fellowship room 
 
Clothing Closet 
 Thursdays, January 9 - Happy Hangers 10:00 am - 12:00 noon 
          Evening Organizers 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 Saturday, January 11 - Clothing Closet  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
   
Fabulous Foodies  
 Saturday, January 25 - Saturday Morning Matinee - 10:30 am 
 Wednesday, January 22 - bds Mongolian Grill - 5:30 pm 
 
“Project Infinity” PeaceJam Group 
 Every Sunday at 1:00 pm and at other times as arranged by the group 
 
  

St. Michael's UCC 2020 Calendars 

Church Activities at a Glance 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to Ron Segert, Director/Owner of Norris-Segert Funeral 

Home and Cremation Services and John 

Reynolds of John B. Reynolds and Sons 

Memorials, Inc., both in West Chicago. St. 

Michael's has again received "Beauty 

from Above" inspirational scenic calen-

dars which include the church's name 

and information. Be sure to pick up your 

2020 calendar when you come to wor-

ship. They are available at the back of 

the sanctuary, as well as on the informa-

tion table in the fellowship room in the 

church basement. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

January 5, 2020 
Second Sunday after Christmas - The Twelfth Day of the Christmas Season 
Celebrating the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6) 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
Stewardship Sunday - Theme: "The Way" 
Bringing and Dedicating our Commitments of Time, Talent, and  
Treasure for Our 2020 Mission and Ministry  
Begin Receiving Neighborhood Food Pantries January Offerings of Paper Products 
Scripture Readings: 
 Jeremiah 1:7-14, 
 Psalm 147:7-14, 
 Ephesians 9:3-14 
 John 1: (1-9) 10-18 
Altar Flowers: Yolanda Mendoza 
Chancel/Altar Display: Kathryn Duerr and Pastor Sue 
Lay Reader:  Barb Dieckmann 
Usher/Communion Server:   Tim Sasse 
Communion Preparation/Set-Up/Clean-Up: Bill Birch 
Child Care:  Alex Golovin 
Fellowship Host:  Yolanda Mendoza   
 
 

January 12, 2020 
First Sunday after Epiphany 
Baptism of Jesus the Christ 
Scripture Readings:  
 Isaiah 42:1-9  
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Matthew 3:13-17 
Altar Flowers: Open 
Chancel/Altar Display: Kathryn Duerr and Pastor Sue 
Lay Reader:   Bryan Kelsey   
Usher:    Alex Golovin 
Child Care:  Alex Golovin 
Fellowship Host:  Open  
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Worship Schedule - January 2020 
Sunday Worship at 9:30 am  

followed by a Time of Fellowship 
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January 19, 2020 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Ecumenical Sunday 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25 each year) 
Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7,  Psalm 42:1-11, I Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42 
Altar Flowers:   Leeina Smith - in honor of all birthdays and anniversaries 
Chancel/Altar Display: Kathryn Duerr and Pastor Sue 
Lay Reader:   Bill Birch   
Usher:    Yolanda Mendoza 
Child Care:  Alex Golovin 
Fellowship Host:  Open   
 
January 26, 2020 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Health and Human Service Sunday in the UCC 
Begin Souper Bowl 2020 - "Let's Tackle Hunger" with Cans of Soup and Monetary 
Contributions - all for the Neighborhood Food Pantries' West Chicago site, the 123 
Fremont Food Pantry 
Dedication of Neighborhood Food Pantries January offerings of Paper Products  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 Matthew 4:12-23 
Altar Flowers: Alex Golovin - in honor of Pastor Sue's birthday 
Chancel/Altar Display: Kathryn Duerr and Pastor Sue 
Lay Reader:   Kathy Hummel  
Usher:    Kathryn Duerr   
Child Care:  Alex Golovin 
Fellowship Host: Alex Golovin   
 

 

Altar Flowers and Fellowship Hosts 
 

If you would like to give the altar flowers and/or host fellowship time for a 
particular Sunday, please sign-up on the bulletin board in the church fellow-
ship room.  
 

Altar flowers can be given in memory or in honor of loved ones or for other 
reasons! Cost is $20 total for both arrangements which are delivered each 
week by a local florist. The flowers are yours to take/give to others following 
worship.  
 

Fellowship hosts provide the treats for fellowship time following worship. You 
may sign up by yourself/as a couple or with another person or more folks. If 
you have questions, talk with Pastor Sue. 



  

 

 

An Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation of the UCC since 2008 
Celebrating 150 Years in West Chicago (2019-2020) 

Church Building Located at: 
400 West Washington Street, West Chicago, IL 

Mailing Address/Church Office: 
108 Sherman Street, West Chicago, IL 60185 

Church phone: 630-231-0687 
Church email: churchoffice@stmichaelsucc.org 

Church web site: www.stmichaelsucc.org 
Like us on Facebook!  

 

 

 

Pastor and Teacher        Rev. Sue Ebersold 
Home office phone: 630-208-8077 (confidential message) 

Pastor's email: PastorSueSMUCC@aol.com 
(please email/call to set up an appointment) 

     Administrative Assistant      Kathy Hummel 
     Music Director          Len Redelsperger 
 
 
 Moderator...................................................... Barb Dieckmann  
 Vice Moderator.............................................. Tim Sasse 
 Recording Secretary..................................... Kathy Hummel 
 Treasurer....................................................... Bill Birch 
 Financial Secretary....................................... Bob Dieckmann 
 Member-at-Large.......................................... Julisa Vasquez 
 Christian Education Ministry........................  Kathy Hummel 
 Communications  Ministry............................. Arielle Duerr and Melissa Ferguson 
 Evangelism/Mission/Outreach Ministry........  Bob Dieckmann 
 Facilities Ministry........................................... Bill Birch and Alex Golovin 
 Membership/Stewardship Ministry..............  Barb Dieckmann and Angela Lawson 
 PeaceJam Ministry.......................................  Alex Golovin and Arielle Duerr 

 Worship Ministry............................................ Kathryn Duerr and Pastor Sue  

 

St. Michael's United Church of Christ 

Church Staff 

2019 Church Council 

 
 

“No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, 

or what time you arrive, 

you are welcome here.” 

 

mailto:churchoffice@stmichaelsucc.org
http://www.stmichaelsucc.org
mailto:PastorSueSMUCC@aol.com


St. Michael’s Messenger 
St Michael’s UCC 
108 Sherman Street 
West Chicago, IL 60185 
 

January 2020 Newsletter 

 

In this New Year of 2020 


